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I. Government forces continue to cross the Mekong River 

into Thailand after retreating 80 miles across northwest 

Laos. dTrom Nam Tha to the town of Ban Houei Sai. 
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'A. The 6 May attack on Nam Tha was launched by com- 
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bined Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese forces; there is 
no evidence that Chinese Communist forces were involved. 

B. Government troops — poorly led and demoralized- 
made no stand short of Ban Houei Sai even though pur- 
sued by very small enemy forces. 

C. Between two and three thousand troops have crossed 
the Mekong for evacuation to Lao-held territory; several 
hundred have already been flown out to Luang Prabang and 

Savannakhet . 

D. Enemy forces never entered Ban Houei Sai; two gov- 
ernment companies recently have returned to the town. 

E. It is likely that the Nam Tha attack— almost cer- 
tainly concurred in by Hanoi, Peiping and Moscow — was 

' 1 % 

designed to take advantage of local tactical opportunity 
to contribute to the demoralization of the government 
forces and that the subsequent collapse of the govern- 
ment resistance in northwestern Laos was unexpected. 

Enemy forces have maintained pressure on government 


troops at several other key points in Laos; nevertheless, 
there are no present indications of further major moves. 
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A. Enemy units are consolidating their control of 
northwest Laos north of the Mekong River; reports in- 
dicate that Communist troops have moved approximately 
40 miles east along the Mekong from Pak Beng. 

B. Enemy guerrilla activity has been noted 30 miles 
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north of the Laotian capital of Vientiane. 

** 

C. Communist elements are probing in the vicinity of 
Saravane and Attopeu; enemy forces retain the capabil- 
ity to capture these two posts and thereby consolidate 
control over infiltration routes into South Vietnam. 

III. Souvanna is leaving Paris this veek for Laos to resume 
talks with Souphannouvong and Boun Oum. 

A. General Phoumi , in the face of political and eco- 
nomic pressures, says he agrees to a Souvanna-led gov- 
ernment in which the neutralist prince would also hold 
the posts of defense and interior. 

B. Phoumi has insisted, however, that Souvanna must 
agree that all "important" decisions be made jointly 
by the three princes and that military and administra- 
tive structures be retained intact until a suitable in- 
tegration agreement is achieved. 

C. Phoumi ’s assurances of good faith, however, must be 

regarded with skepticism; he has on numerous occasions, 

when pressed by the West, agreed to negotiate only to 

sabotage the talks by his strong opposition to any Souvanna 
led coalition. 
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